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activities. This has been made compulsory in the Delhi resolution1.
Moreover, spinning and making others spin are the two principal
constructive activities laid down by the Congress. Hence, it will
be to the benefit of the people if Congress volunteers and leaders
acquire proficiency in this work. The organization has to suffer
much through volunteers who avoid their responsibilities in these
two matters. Thousands lose their earnings because of them. If
we have a large number of people who are proficient in this work,
we can improve the strength, the fineness and the evenness of the
yarn which is produced. But we have only a handful of persons
who are wholly devoted to swadeshi, who love spinning and are
proficient in it. According to me, therefore, the first duty of the
"Active" volunteer is to acquire complete proficiency in spinning
and, after doing so, devote all his spare time to this work.

Even if we develop strength to endure any amount of suffer-
ing, the gates of swaraj will never open to us if we do not know the
key to India's economic freedom and use it. We should learn to
suffer with an intelligent purpose. We should know why we
should go to jail. As long, therefore, as we have not become
honest about swadeshi and have not realized its importance, we
should entertain no hope of winning swaraj, we have no right to
get it nor the capacity to manage it. The most important item on
our programme, I am convinced, is spinning and making others
spin.

ABOUT "ANTYAJAS"

What is true about khadi is also true about Antyajas. How
can we ever get swaraj if untouchability is not abolished ? How
can we even accept it? We have no right to complain about
the Government's treatment of us as long as we hope to lord it
over the Antyajas* God rewards or punishes us according to our
deeds. As man is ignorant and weak, he does justice by for-
giving others. As God is omnipotent and omniscient, He does
justice by meting out the punishment that one deserves. If we
deceive ourselves in this matter, God will see to it that we remain
without swaraj. A young man gives us a warning about this, which
I give in his own words.2

^ Vide Vol. XXI, pp. 411-4.
2 The passage is not translated here.